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Typography of 
Anatolian

Civilizations
This exhibition celebrates ancient Anatolia’s diverse history through graphic design. Featuring 
16 artworks, it intricately showcases seven scripts: Phrygian, Hittite, Greek, Luwian, Aramaic, 
Syriac, and Phoenician. Anatolia, with its cultural confluence, hosted civilizations leaving indelible 
marks on its tapestry. Advanced in developing scripts and contributing to regional culture, these 
societies’ sophistication and diversity are illuminated through this exhibition’s artistry. Each 
artwork merges ancient alphabets with contemporary design, offering a modern interpretation of 
timeless scripts, revealing insights into Anatolia’s past. The enduring legacy of these civilizations 
enriches modern Anatolia, influencing lives today. As you explore, reflect on their historical 
significance. Scripts here testify to ancient societies’ intellectual and artistic prowess. Phrygian 
reveals a civilization’s role in Anatolia’s early history. Hittite hieroglyphs unveil Indo-European 
linguistic complexity. Greek inscriptions echo Hellenic culture’s impact, while Luwian script 
showcases Anatolia’s linguistic diversity. Aramaic, a Near Eastern lingua franca, highlights ancient 
civilizations’ interconnectedness. Syriac script embodies early Christian traditions. The Phoenician 
alphabet, precursor to many modern systems, underscores ancient maritime influence. 

Through fusion with contemporary design, the exhibition bridges past and present, inviting 
appreciation of aesthetic beauty and historical contexts. Artworks serve as a bridge to the ancient 
world, reminding of civilizations’ enduring legacies. Honoring Anatolia’s ancient civilizations, the 
exhibition acknowledges cultural evolution shaping the region. Each script provides insights into 
its creators. Graphic interpretations offer a contemporary perspective, uniting ancient history 
with modern art. Immerse yourself in Anatolian history’s rich tapestry, appreciating its ancient 
inhabitants’ artistic achievements and reflecting on civilization’s enduring legacy. Through 
reimagined scripts, the exhibition celebrates Anatolia’s cultural heritage and global influence.



THE HITTITE CUNEIFORM

The Hittite civilization, with its capital at Hattusa, was one of the most powerful 
entities in the ancient Near East. The Hittites used two main writing systems: Hittite 
cuneiform and Hittite hieroglyphs. Hittite cuneiform, a combination of logographic and 
syllabic elements, allowed for the expression of a wide range of administrative, legal, 
and literary texts and reflects the complexity and administrative sophistication of their 
society. Hittite hieroglyphs, often used on monumental inscriptions and seals, show-
cased the sophisticated bureaucratic system of the Hittite Empire.

Hittite hieroglyphs are often found on monumental inscriptions, tablets, and seals, 
providing a detailed glimpse into the Hittite way of life. The script includes over 375 
signs, each representing a syllable or a logogram. This extensive system reveals much 
about the Hittite’s complex societal structure and their emphasis on record-keeping 
and communication.

Hittite, as the earliest known Indo-European language, holds a significant place in the 
study of ancient languages. The decipherment of Hittite texts has revealed a wealth of 
information about Hittite mythology, laws, and treaties, including the famous Treaty of 
Kadesh. This language not only connects the Hittites to their Anatolian neighbors but 
also to a broader Indo-European linguistic heritage. 
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THE HITTITE CUNEIFORM

The intricacy and richness of the Hittite script reflect the complexity of their society 
and its enduring impact on the region’s history. The artworks featuring Hittite 
hieroglyphs in this exhibition reveal the intricate craftsmanship and the importance of 
record-keeping and communication in maintaining their expansive empire.

The Hittite script’s combination of logographic and syllabic elements allowed for a 
nuanced and versatile system of writing. Logograms, representing entire words or 
concepts, were used alongside syllabic signs, which represented individual sounds. 
This hybrid approach enabled the Hittites to record their language accurately while 
also incorporating ideograms for frequently used terms or concepts, streamlining the 
writing process and adding an artistic flair to their inscriptions.

Furthermore, the Hittite Empire’s vast geographical expanse and its interactions with 
neighboring civilizations contributed to the diversity and richness of their script. As 
the Hittites encountered new cultures and languages, their writing system adapted 
and incorporated elements from these encounters. This cultural exchange not 
only influenced the visual styles of the hieroglyphs but also enriched the linguistic 
repertoire, reflecting the Hittites’ openness to new ideas and their ability to  
assimilate and adapt.
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THE LUWIAN HIEROGLYPHIC

The Luwian script, used by a people who were contemporaries and neighbors of the 
Hittites, provides another layer of linguistic diversity in Anatolia and is a fascinating 
example of hieroglyphic writing in ancient Anatolia. This hieroglyphic script, often 
carved on monumental inscriptions, reflects the Luwians’ rich cultural traditions 
and their interactions with neighboring civilizations, showcasing the script’s role in 
recording official and ceremonial texts. The exhibition’s portrayal of Luwian script 
through modern design underscores its historical significance and artistic value.

This script, which dates back to the late Bronze Age and continued into the Iron Age, 
includes a combination of logograms and phonetic symbols, making it a complex and 
visually striking writing system. Luwian, as a language, provides critical insights into 
the linguistic diversity of ancient Anatolia. It belongs to the Anatolian branch of the 
Indo-European language family and shares many features with Hittite. The discovery 
of Luwian inscriptions has significantly enhanced our understanding of the political and 
cultural interactions in the region. These inscriptions often include references to gods, 
kings, and historical events, reflecting the Luwians’ sophisticated understanding of 
governance and religion. The study of Luwian continues to unravel the complexities of 
ancient Anatolian societies and their interconnected histories.
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